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PRICE ONE PENNY 


THE DEMAND 
f 


NURSERY CLASSES 


The 1918 Education Act seems to many 
of us to have become a dead letter, but there 
are signs-in distant places that after all some 
people can discern the difference between 
economy and false economy. 

Suppose we allow that. the actual 
establishment of new Nursery Schools is more ° 
than the present finances of the L.E.A.s can 
stand; we must then ask, can the country 
afford to disregard the call that has been 
made for the very special care of young 
children in all our big cities, nay, in our 
small towns and even in our rural ‘areas ? 
We are living in an age when there is 
manifest a public conscience; we submit that 
were the members of the public whose 
conscience is alive to think as well as feel, 
they would not find it necessary to abandon 
all ideas of Education Reform or Education 
expansion; for instance, Section 19 of the 
Education Act, 1918 reads as follows :— 


‘1. The powers of the Local Educa- 
tion Authorities for the purpose of Part: III. 
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“of the Education Act, 1902, sha!l include 
power to make arrangements for—(a) supply- 
ing or aiding the supply of Nursery Schools 
(which expression shall include Nursery 
Classes) for children over two and under 
five years of age,” etc., and some people are 
saying: Why not Nursery Classes NOW ? 


There are many Infants’ Schools which 
allow of an extension in this direction. with- - 
out necessarily adding to the present building. 
These Infants’ Schools are in close proxi- 
mity to the children’s homes, and with the 
necessary additions to internal fittings and 
the conversion of part of the playground into 
a suitable garden, and the necessary addition 
to the staff the first experiments in Nursery 
Classes, attached to the existing Infants’. 
Schools, could be made. We submit that 
the call is urgent. .There. are of course 
numerous Infants’ Schools too crowded 
already with the “over fives” to admit of 
these proposed alterations, and then surely 
it is within reason to ask that some of the 
old Army huts and Y.M.C.A. huts should be 
used as temporary structures, and open air, 
or partly open air Nursery Classes organ- 
ised on plans similar to those at the Rachel 
MacMillan Nursery School at Deptford. We 
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know of a magnificant hut that is standing 
wasting in a pretty little park; the park, 
just touching a wretched slum area, is 
public property, the hut has been purchased 
with public money, its use as a Nursery 
School would mean an incalculable blessing, 
but it remains empty and the children in the 
slum streets remain neglected. 


~ We are convinced that the clause was 
not included in the 1918 Act as the result of 
a fad or whim; there was, and is, a definite 
demand in the country for the Nursery 
School or Class; the essential thing to bear 
in mind is the claim the children, and through 
them the mothers, have on the public purse, 
the need the nation has of healthy, happy, 
intelligent and moral citizens, the ravages 
war has produced and the common-sense 
way of setting about to repair some of these 
ravages. Be 


In the Board of Education’s Regulations 
for Nursery Schools occurs this paragraph: | 


The child is first and foremost a 
growing organism; the Nursery school 
will, on the one hand, liberate the growing 
child from the influences of environment 
and constitution which retard, confine and 
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distort its growth, and, on the other hand, 

will stimulate and direct its growth. It is 

much more than:a place for minding chil- 

dren. The need of Nursery Schools is 

greatest in the more congested areas of 
the large towns. The influences which an 

adequate supply of efficiently managed 

Nursery Schools could exercise upon both~ 
children and parents in such areas can 

hardly be over-estimated. 


We know those congested areas so well, 
we know too, how much more congested they 
are now than they were three years or even 
one syear ago. [he fact_that the housing 
problem is still unsolved should surely be 
enough to persuade the enlightened members 
of the public that our children are getting less 
fresh air, less space, less sleeping accomoda- 
tion, more dirt, more chances to form bad 
habits and less of what might bea real chance 
to grow up healthy, than ever before. 


We therefore claim that wherever there 
is a demand, a Nursery Class should be 
attached to existing Infants’ Schools, or 
temporary structures should be procured and 
‘placed on suitable sites for Nursery Classes; 
that these classes should be conducted along 
hygienic and soul-giving lines, viz., 
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1.. The groups of children of three'to 
five years of age, under one teacher shall 
be small, not in any case more than 25 and 
certainly smaller if under threes are 
admitted. 

2. That floor space shall be large 
enough to admit of childrens’ free move- 
ments. , 

3. That furniture shall be light and 
moveable. 

4. That cupboards shall be provided 
which can be used by the children, z.e., they 
must be low and deep. 

4. That some bright simple pictures 
shall be provided. 


.6. Apparatus and toys and picture 


books must be provided. 


7. Some suitable sleeping accommo- 
dation also must be provided, and not left as 
now for the teachers to improvise. 


8. That the sanitary conveniences 


shall usually be within the building or in 
any case connected with it by a covered 
way. 


(See Board of Education's Regulations for 


Nursery Schools) 
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9. Lavatory basins and conveniences 
for obtaining hot water shall be provided. 


10. That both a trained teacher anda 
suitable helper should constitute the staff. 


11. That the school doctor and nurse 
shall, from the beginning have these young 
children under their professional care. 


12. And lastly, though by no means 
the least important, that provision shall be 
duly considered and made for the parents 
to be encouraged to take a real interest 
in their children’s early training and to 
hear and see the doctor, the nurse and the 
teachers. 
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